 Stay tuned:

Soon,

~ hop on metro, click

“on app, watch movie

U.Tejonmnyam@!lmesgmup.com

Chennai: You could soon hop on to a
mefro train, open anapp and watch yo-
urfavouritemovie, songor TV showon
yoursmartphone orlaptop on {he go.

Chennai Metro  Rail Limited

(CMRL) is planning to launch an onbo-
ard enlertainment system where com-
muterscan log on toan app and choose
from a wide range of content ava ilable
in five languages free of €ost, CMRIL
hasfloated tenders fo salect acompany
that can provide the video content and
updateitfrequently to Keeppassengers
entertained,

"It will be similar to in{Tight enter-
tainment but will have many mare fea-
tures. Onee we launch it, we will par-
haps be the first metro rail service in
theeonntry to have sich afacility" said
8 CMRI offica].

In the new system, serverswith en-
tertainment content will be installed in
all metro stations, trains and thedepot,
Commuters will have to download and
installan app on theirmohile phone or
laptop. When they enter astationortra:
In, they can connect to the server thro-
ugh WiFi and start viewing fthe con-
tent, Officials said Wik connectivity
however, will worle only on the app and
camnot be used to hrowse the intepnet.

“During a 45-minute Jjourney bet-
ween Centralmetro stationand the air-
port, commuters can easily get bored if
there’s no signal on their mobile pho-
nes. The new facility we have planned
will keep them enterfained " the offici-
al said.

The initiative comesata time when
CMRLisyetto provide mobile network
connectivity on the underground geg-
tionmorethan ayearafter the flrst line
from Nehru Park to Thirumangalam
was opened. At present, 13 undergro-

ENTERTAINMENT
ONTHE GO

-— . e it
* Walkintoametro stationand
switch on mobile WiFi

¥ Download theapp

* Selectmovies, songs or TV serials
youwarttowatchonthe go

* Contentcan be downloaded to
watch offline ,

und stations along arterial Poonamal-
lee High Road and Anna Salai are ope-
rational,

“When the trains arebroughtte the
depot formaintenance, the servers will

syncandthecontent will be updated. It |

the traing do not come to the depof, the- !
reisautomatic syneing with serversin
stations every time the train stopsand
the content gets updated,” said an offi.
cial. Besides watchingmoviesor shows
on the app, commuters can also down-
load the content and watch i offline
within a specific period.

CMRL wants to ensure the speed
and connectivity betwesn the seryvey

and phones are good enough for com.

muters to downiload an HD quality mo-
vi¢ in15t0 20 seconds,

It also plans to livestream televi-
sion channel content through the app. :
“If the contractar can provide content
fromall major TV chanmnels, it will give !
commutersmoreoptions,” ametro rail
official said. 1



