Metro rail stations open doors

for art displ

Medical Camps,
Art Shows, Kids'
Games Organised

Tines News NETWORK

! Chennai: Metro rail stations will
i no longer be just a service provi-
© ding commuters with betier con-
i nectivity through modern frains,
| butalsoaspace that will tellastory
| preonveyasocialmessage Thesta-
" fion doors have now been opened
i for organisations and individuails
. fo conduct public events on their
: owninexchange foranomiinal fee,
: Although such events have pre-
i viouslybeen heldatmetrostations.
. they were orzanised in cellabora-
t' tion with CMRL. Events tike folk
i arts, medical camps, games for
i children and exhibitionswere con-:
;. dueted in stations including Vada-
: palani, Koyambedn, Thirumana:
! galamand Alandur Now, mefrora:

ays,

A photograbhy exhibitio m;a.s Brﬁanised st the Vadapalanimetro staio

i1 will take a hands-off approach,
letting outsiders conduct them as

long as they meet certain guideli-,

nes.
“Anyonecanreguiestusanduse
ourpublic space in any of thesta-
tigns to conduct exhibitions and
any other events," said CMRL ND
Pankaj Kumar Bansal at an'event
earlier thisweek. Theidea istonot
justeffectively utilisethe largespa-
ce and genevate non-ticketing reve-

e but also give members of the
public a peek into the stations in
the hopeof increasing footfall

All metro stations have space
allotted for public activities in the
non-ticketing area on the concotr-
e Jevel. This means both commi:
ters and others can participate in
the events, besides grabbing a bite
b aneof the permanent food stalls
atthestations, “Wehave bsenrecei-
ving several requests to conduct

ocial causes

fund-raising activities n our sta-
tions. Wedonot want lo encourage
such events. Activitiesthat promo-
te any art form or awareness pro-
grammeswill be allowed," ametra
raflofficialsaid.

Racantly CMRL organised &
one-weelt photo exhibition on the
occasion of World Photography
Day at Vadapalani station: The ex-
po, which had nearly 100 photos on
digplay including many from met-
rorail constriiction sites, drewmo-
re than 5,000 visitors, “Wewill per-
manently put up these photog-
raphs in stations that have good fo-
otfall " the CMRLMD had said.

Metro stations in other cities
too have similar public spaces. In
Bengaluru, BMRC opened the
Rangoli Metro Ari Cenire on MG
Road boulevard close to the metro
station there The centre has three
art galleries, an auditorium, a play
areaandaspacefor otherartactivi-
ties In Kochi, KMRLopened an sir-

‘conditioned dormitery at the MG

Roed metrostation.



